United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/540,696 



FILING DATE 



06/24/2005 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



rtMichielDe Boer 



24737 7590 04/10/2008 

PHILIPS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & STANDARDS 
P.O. BOX 3001 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



FISCHER, MARK L 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/540,696 


Applicant(s) 
DE BOER ET AL. 


Examiner 

MARK FISCHER 


Art Unit 

2627 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In response to the Amendment filed on February 11, 2008, claims 1 and 5 are amended, 
and claims 2-4 and 6-8 are original. 

2. Please note that the Art Unit designation has changed. The current Art Unit designation 
is now AU 2627 and it should be used for all incoming correspondence. 

3. Please note that this case has been transferred from Examiner Christopher Richardson to 
Examiner Mark Fischer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the in\ anion thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Applicant's 
admitted prior art (AAPA Figs. 1 and 2 and background of the invention). 

Regarding claims 1 and 5, AAPA teaches an information recording apparatus and method 
for recording information on an optical medium, wherein irradiation means emitting a light beam 
form series of recorded marks (marks found in MK4 of Fig. 1) whose lengths between leading 
edge and trailing edge correspond to respective binary values (AAPA background of the 
invention lines 5-10), characterized in that the irradiation means are sequentially pulsed to at 
least a high laser current write level (HWL) from a low laser current level close to zero (the 
claim language "close to zero" is a relative term that does not define how close is meant by 
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"close to zero," and thus level BL in Fig. 1 can be viewed as being close to the T-axis which 
represents the zero level, and thus BL can represent a low laser current level) during the writing 
period (Fig. 1, element B4) of a recorded mark (MK4) to produce a plurality of current pulses 
(see pulses pictured between B4 and MK4 in Fig. 1) during the writing period. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, AAPA teaches wherein the low laser current level is equal to 
zero when an information recording apparatus is shut off, there is no current, and therefore it 
would be zero. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, AAPA teaches wherein the irradiation means are sequentially 
pulsed to a high laser current erase level from the low laser current level close to zero during the 
erasing of a recorded mark (Fig. 1). Note: AAPA Fig. 1 reads on the limitation sequentially 
pulsed to a high laser current erase level from the low laser current level close to zero during the 
erasing of a recorded mark as the low laser current level is the threshold level (TL), which is 
close to the x-axis, which is considered zero. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, AAPA Fig. 1 shows that a bias level BL is reached during the 
period immediately following writing period B4 before the laser is raised to a level HEL for 
erasing, and thus BL is reached during a time interval different from writing and/or erasing time 
intervals. Also, as mentioned in the rejection of claims 1 and 5, the bias laser current level is 
substantially equal to the low laser current level (Fig. 1). 
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Response to Arguments 

6. The amendments to Figs. 1 and 2 of the Drawings (Remarks, page 6, lines 2-8) in regards 
to the objection to the Drawings have been reviewed and are accepted. Therefore, the objection 
to the Drawings has been withdrawn. 

7. Applicant's arguments (Remarks, page 6, line 9 to page 8, line 6) have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Fig. 3 presents the difference 
between the prior-art conventional pulse pattern and a pulse pattern in accordance with the 
instant invention. Applicant also mentions advantages of the instant invention. However, claims 
1 and 5, even when considered in light of the new amendments, is still broad enough that it can 
be interpreted such that it is read on by the AAPA. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1 and 5 
holds. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Chen (US Pub. No. 2005/0083828 Al) 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK FISCHER whose telephone number is (571) 270-3549. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 6:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mark Fischer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/HOA T NGUYEN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



